
Homily for the third Sunday of lent c cycle 

Recently, someone drew my attention to a remarkable scene from the Academy award winning film, “Unforgiven”.  A 

brash, young gunslinger is in shock after having shot a man for the first time.  He is literally shaking in his boots.  In a 

weak attempt to justify his act of violence, he says, “I reckon he had it coming”.  To this, the old gunslinger played by 

Clint Eastwood says, “We all got it coming, kid”.  

I watched many westerns in my youth.  What they all had in common was that the viewer could easily recognize the 

good and bad characters, even by the color of their hats.  Good guys wore white hats; bad guys wore black hats.  All the 

characters were uncomplicated.  Everyone was reduced to black and white categories.  There were never shades of grey.  

You were either evil or virtuous. 

In today’s gospel (Lk. 13: 1-9) Jesus is told that Pilate has several men executed, and that many others were killed by a 

falling tower.  He warns his listeners (including ourselves) that tragedy awaits us if we fail to repent of our sins.  

“Do you think that because theses Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?  By 

no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did. (Lk. 13:2-3)” 

The Hebrew word for repent means simply to turn back, reverse course.  The sinner is summoned to return to God.  In 

biblical Greek, the word “repent” means to change one’s mind or mindset. 

A basic human weakness is to see the presence of evil outside ourselves and not in our own heart.  We have a tendency 

to compare ourselves favorably with sinister people like Vladimir Putin, and making ourselves look just and righteous by 

comparison. 

Not so fast! 

In John’s first epistle, he writes, “”If we say, ‘We are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. ( 1 John 

1:8) 

When I was a seminarian I was encouraged to make a daily examination of conscience at the end of a long day. If I had 

committed sin, I could the turn to the Lord for mercy. 

Rabbi Eliezer, a Jew who lived in the first two centuries of the Christian era, had a large following.  He once declared to 

his students that a person should repent the day before death.  His disciples were confounded.  “Rabbi, the day of our 

death is known to God alone.  We could die any day.” 

The Rabbi replied, “Then all of life should be one of repentance.” 

The gospel reminds us of God’s patience. During this season of Lent, he affords us many opportunities to seek his 

forgiveness and mercy, particularly in the Sacrament of Penance. But if we dismiss the reality of sin by embracing moral 

relativism, then we, too, will likely “perish”.  

The character played by Clint Eastwood had a better understanding of human frailty than his young friend. Living a life 

worthy of our calling is a daily struggle. 

We are all sinners. 

We all need to repent! 


